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QHOF Family Fun Day e

On Sunday 6th July the QHOF put on a
Family Fun Day in the Village. The Queens
Head Odd Fellows are a group of like minded
individuals who volunteer to organise
fundraising events within (but not strictly)
the Three Suttons of Sutton Valence, Chart
Sutton and East Sutton.

QHOF’s vision is to bring the community
together for enjoyable events whilst raising
money for charity. Their dedicated charity this
year was the Heart Of Kent Hospice due to
their fond personal connection to villager
Rob McCann.

The Family Fun Day was a traditional summer
event where all family members could get
involved with Wellie Wanging, Coconut Shy,
Tug of War and Tombola to name a few.
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The Fﬂily Fun Day was well supported by the local community

Children could get their faces painted for free
and there was a very popular Strawberries and
Champagne stand. Smiles and entertainment
came from our furry canine friends from the
dogs show - Leave the Sausage on the Plate
was quite amusing!

QHOF would like to thank all the volunteers
and donors who enabled the day to go ahead.
The community spirit and appreciation of the
event makes all the effort worthwhile, whilst
supporting such a great cause. They raised just
over £1000 for Heart Of Kent Hospice and
put on a fun event for the local community.
QHOF are open to suggestions and volunteers
for further events.

Please email hellyarsa@outlook.com with
comments and suggestions.
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njoyed by all

Many different stalls and events were on show

Mike Gammeon, Parish Council Chairman found
himselfin the stocks

Platinum Meadow
Volunteer Day

Platinum Meadow is a field overlooking the
Harbour, which was once grazing for horses.

A 2022/23 joint project with Maidstone
Borough Councif saw the first steps towards
creating a new native woodland here, with
hundreds of whips planted by volunteers.
Almost three years fater, on 29th August, it

was time to ta{(e stock on progress of these

young trees, with volunteers once again stepping
in to help — to begin to map out the surviving
saplings. Huge thanks to neiﬁ?bours,]ohn and
Tain, along with Ross and Tikki from the Sutton
Valence Gardeners Association, who joined
Councillors and MBC for the day. Some
follow-up sessions are planned, so please contact
the Clerk to register your interest.

Jl.r' o ﬂl_'{iﬂw :

Volunteer action helps regenerate the Platinum Meadow project

The Remembrance Service and Parade
will take place on Sunday 9th November
2025 starting at 10.30 am.

Members of QHOF have kindly offered their
services again to marshall the event.




Parish consultation survey results

help plan for the future

In our last newsletter, the Sutton Valence Parish Council (SVPC) invited
residents to complete a survey covering nine topics: community, roads,
anti-social behaviour, sports, youth, amenities, open spaces, and housing.
Thank you to everyone who participated and shared their feedback.

As a new member of the parish council, I found the views invaluable and
we wanted to highlight the positive views shared and outline the actions
that we are taking on areas of concern. Additionally, I will address items
where parish council control is limited and how we can work together as
residents of Sutton Valence to escalate issues with the relevant authorities.
The response rate was just under 10%. While we aim to improve
participation in future surveys, nearly 60% of feedback received was
positive with almost 90% of respondents feeling ‘connected to the
community’ and praising groups like the Sutton Valence Gardeners
Association and The Queens Head Oddfellows (QHOF) for their
organised events. Results also indicate parishioners appreciate our open
spaces. Sutton Valence parish boasts wonderful green spaces with spectacular
views across the Weald and be assured SVPC are looking to improve on
these, with a review of how we are managing these spaces currently being
undertaken.

New Sutton Valence open spaces group

We're launching a Sutton Valence open spaces volunteer group to further
improve both community engagement and support our efforts in
managing our beautiful village. You can read more about the open spaces
volunteer group in another article in this newsletter.
The responses also highlighted where we can improve and your responses
showed that many people are unaware of all the community groups and
clubs that currently run within the parish. The parish council do promote
local community activities on our website and Facebook page and
Facebook will be one of our readily accessible communication tools where
we can promote non-profit community activities and events, so please do
follow us there and if you have any news youd like to add please message
cletk@suttonvalence.orguk
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Feedback about sporting facilities was positive

Overall, feedback about the parish's sporting facilities was positive. Many
commented that the football pitch is used for junior matches and
highlighted that the tennis courts are accessible to the public through
both the tennis club and ad-hoc hire via the Kings Head.

The council are always looking to improve, and we aim to trial ‘open days’
at the tennis courts during school holidays and we are talking to the
Sutton Valence School, to see if we can build mutually beneficial
community links.

Less positive responce to housing

Housing received a less positive response, and planning is one of the
council’s most considered responsibilities. All planning applications in
the parish are put on the agenda of the next monthly council meeting and
are independently reviewed by each councillor. Each councillor then has
an independent vote on whether or not the council provide comment to
MBC planning authorities. There is time given at the beginning of each
meeting at which the public have opportunity to share opinion on
planning or indeed any parish matter. Please review the council agenda on
our website or parish noticeboards. Meetings are usually on the second
Wednesday each month, with extra meetings scheduled if planning
submissions require it.

Concerns about road conditions and traffic

Survey feedback also highlighted concerns about road conditions and
traffic. While the council will report issues we notice, highways are
managed by other authorities. Parishioners should report any concerns,
such as potholes, or signage damage, directly to MBC, KCC, or Highways
as appropriate. Reporting details are provided at the end of this newsletter
and on our website. We look forward to hearing more of your views in
our 2026/27 survey which will be out next year.
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New look Annual Assembly

4 SUCCCSS

On Tuud.:.:,' 3rd June 20235, Satton Valence
Parish Council welcomed ]:l.:.rl':hinmn: and
organisations to the Annuoal Parish Aﬂml:d:,r.
The format of the .H:-ﬂ'n.l:l.].' was different this
year, w]'.rerz r_]u P\.:.ruh |:|:l|.1m:'|] u[:med. 'For:
“tabletop exhibition” style to enco direct
-:Lla]n -:.i.m:] £l ent i.'IIDP Lo |'.11.:

led zsmemblies u:Fp:rtnmu
SiJmu-n Valence Parish Euu.'n.nlwm |:|.-L|.|. e
at the tornout For this new style of assem :,ra:m:l
the feedback we have ceceived, has been excellent
with rvq;.n:l.-.'tn the more sonable approach.
Parishioners and anmi:-:PL;m will bepl:ﬁ:n:d to
heear that we anticipate thar this will be the
J:lr:l:_:rmd: format For fature events.

We wonld like o give our sincerest thanks to the
'Foil.-u-wi:l.g Organisatiomns for their participation in

mahi.nE the event a suooess:;
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Sutton Valehce Care Home - Barchestet
Healthcare

Kent County Connecil

Patient Patticipatioh Gronp (Sutton Valence
Group Practice)

QHOF - Queens Head Oddfellows Fand
Royal British Legion

St Mary's Church

Sutton Valence School

Sattoh Valehce Gardehers Associatioh
The Sutton Valehce Choral 5-u-|:|.et].
Sotton Valehce Women's Institute

Sottoh Valehce "I-ri“:ﬁ: Hall
The Three Sattohs Hdp]ilu

Flag Raising service
remembers the brave

A VE Day Commemoration was held an the
Sutton Valence V‘i].l:ﬁ: Hall FI.I.].'i:I'LE feld with
the occasion innﬂlndi:l.ﬂ_: sl Fi.r.l.d.tﬂ'l'- School
Cadets to represent the armed forces.

The Last Pm:wupl::,red I:l].'n-nz of the students
and :I'El.d.i.TI.SE were made |:|fl:'|1.-: Headmaster of
5V School Mr Thomas and the 5|:|.'||:-|:||.1:h1p|5n,
Belr Dizvis, :lmg with members of the British
l.eainm. The event was well m]lpnrtnﬂllrrrui.d.:nu,
students and staff in act of Remembrance

The Annual Rose Ceremony
held on the Village Green

Following the yearly tradition on Midsommers Dhay the parish council
presented one red rose to the Headmaster of Sutton Valence Schoal as
payment of the annual rent of the Village Green. The ceremony took place
£ green, as it has done since 1957, The Goild of the Fn!.tt:l'ml.‘i'
of Clothworkers, as Governers of the then Free Grammar School of
William Lambe, as owners of the green, granted a 99 year lease on the
Village Green for the princely sum of one red rose. to be paid on

on the ".-"lL;E

Midsummer’s Day.
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Counciller Mel Flint and Lesdey Fling, repreenting Sution Valencr Parids Council

, - L=
AT AL Dapier, Ch;u.l:-m s‘f'.ﬁ'mn Falemee School, Headmarter [omes Them.s,

yoar interest.
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Receive your PC Newsletter by email

In an efort towards su:r.a.in:h-ilit].' and
Valence Parish Council's newsletter will be moving boa m:.in]}' ﬂi_gjt:l
format grming forward. H'-}'nu wouald like to continee to receive our

newsletrer I:-}' :r.n:.'i]. |_:||.==s-: email d:rh:@ml:tom':lmanrE.u}.tn r:E:in:-:r
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The War Memovial playgrond, it mow reaching vhe end of ivr safe i, and reguires replacemens

War Memorial Playground - your views

Fnlh:-win; an inspection of the war memorial
playground (behind the village hall), the Parish
Council took the sad bt NECESsary step to

remove the wooden I:rjple ~tooweer and slide.

The play tower and slide had been a beature ab
the p|:}'grnund for over 15 yEars, ;:rm'i.ding
entertainment (0 a generation of Sutton
Walence children, however it had reached the
end of itz safe life.

The Parish Council is i:ur.r!nr]}' n:-:hns.id:rjng
opticns I:-DE.ITEPllCEmEnI: pla.}'grl:-und feature
and would very much welcome the views of
parents and children in the parish as to whas
|:|.'|-r_|-' wonld like o see. Wonld local children

like another rower/slide ruﬁ:n:umum andlor

wonld they Pr:l:_ur phygrnund equipment that
has ather features? The Parish Council is also
EDI.'IEI.Il!in_g_W’jI’J‘I Sutton Valence Primary Schanl
to get the rJ'luu.gh:: af pupiJ:.

Aleernative equipment could indude, for
u:u.mp|e. scramble nets, dimb boards, wobhle
wiucw::.rs or a fireman's _p-u!: .a]ungsjd: ather
DpEions. ;’Ln:.r new featmre would need to mu{d:.r
fit the same Iﬁ:-l:-:l:!rim in the p|a.}'§n:-und as the
existing towers and dide and cost will i.nwju]'.-|}'
also be a factor. That ssid, the Parish Council

is keen to receive SUZ eSS a5 o whas m-:la}":
children love the most from Pla.}rgrnund
equipment 5o that the war memarial L}'F\uuncl
continues to be relevante and fun :nja}' and for
the next EEneTation of nzers.

We are currently short of two councillors on the Parish

Council. If you feel you could do this important work for
your community contact our Clerk on this number

LOCAL INFORMATION AND
REPORTING PROBLEMS
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Summer 2025 upchtc from your Maidstone ch:rugh Councillors,
MBC Mayor Martin Round and Liggy Trzebinski.

It has been a busy year so far with ane or two apsets
from our perspective. A major cne is that MBC ane
lehind om howsing targets and fove vear lind sapply.

This is the resualt of 2 saling down in nambers of
existing housing nnits on one or bwo sites a5 well as
the current sconomic sitmation, making developers
loathe to start developments which either they may
niot be ahle to sdl, or make lithe profe. The knock-on
eifect i that even thoungh MBC may refuse ansitahle
applications, the Building Inspectomate may agres
them just to get the numbers ap.

The councl has also, much against oar own wishes,
agreed to pamp £7.5m into the de-carbonisation of
Maidstone House, when its value i corrently ondy £4m.
With caly twa years remaining for BMaidstone
Baoroagh Coundl to man, this s a folly, = no-one
knows what will happen to the hailding after locl
govemnment re-organisation. to the mestings.

Additianally, 3 Independent Coundllors have resigned
from Lenham whidch will lead to a by-election costing
the coumdl in excess of £50k. Ik would seem that the
current administration have some challenges!

Thee good mews? Well, oar Mayaor, Martin Roand, hees
been busy promoting Masdstone to businesses,
supparting bocal charities and generally attending mamy
civic events. The V] day celehmation in Headoom was
well attended and a very good aftemoons entertainment
after the serious matter of remembering our fallen war
heroes. Figgy has been imalved in a fair nomber of
planning matters and ward casewodk. Positive news is
that there s mow a project to alleviate the sfects of
fooding in both Headcorn and Ulcombe, nwhich he
hias heen nvolved. It is hoped that the many properties in
the area will be protected sufhdently to withstand flah
Boods within the next 18 to 24 months.

Bath Martin and Figgy have attended as many parish
council meetings a possihle and contribated positively.

For further information
regarding Sutton Valence Parish
Council and its work for the
parizh community, pleasa
contact the Clark,

on G622 8441435 or email:
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk

or visit our wabsite on

Headcorn and Sutton Valsnce
Ward Councillor

martinround@&maidstone.govuk

Headcorm and Sutton Valence
Ward Councillor

Kant County Councillor
Erian.Black@kent.gow.uk




