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  MINUTES  
	Date: 
	Wednesday 14 Jan 2026 7.00pm  

	Venue: 
	The Daphne Green Room Previously known as The Committee Room, Sutton Valence Village Hall 


· The Chair confirmed if anyone is recording, noted one person was recording the meeting

· Submissions were made by Councillor Ziggy Trzebinski

· One member of the public queried recent planning application – noted extraordinary meeting will be scheduled

1/26 
To record those present and list any apologies
The meeting was opened with a record of those present and apologies received
2/26 
To note the resignation of the Clerk
The resignation of the Clerk was formally noted. The council discussed interim cover and the recruitment process for a permanent replacement, including options for external services and the number of hours required for the role.
3/26 
To elect a vice-chair 
Cllr Mel Flint unanimously elected as Vice-Chair
 
4/26 
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other Significant Interests (OSI's) or a voluntary interest relating to items on the agenda 
No declarations were recorded
5/26 To note and agree the Minutes of the previous meeting
Minutes of the meeting of 10th December 2025. – Agreed.
6/26 Councillor vacancy co-option 
Council unanimously agreed to co-opt Mike Gammon to the Parish Council 
7/26 Reports and updates
Reports provided
8/26 Clerk cover and recruitment

a) To consider and agree approach to interim clerk cover
Cllr Leighton Castle and Cllr Alex Castle were asked to prepare a job post for temporary clerk cover 
b) To consider and agree permanent clerk recruitment approach 
HR Consultancy to be engaged to support recruitment of permanent clerk replacement.
9/26 Finance
 a) Invoices - approved

 b) To note bank balances

 c) To note income

 d) To agree 26/27 Budget - 

 e) To agree 26/27 Precept 

The 2026/27 budget and precept were agreed, with a 3.8% increase in line with council guidance.

10/26 Planning recommendation to be made on: 25/504869PNEXT Gable House 9 South Lane Sutton Valence ME17 3AZ
Council agreed no comment
11/26 CLOSED SESSION - War Memorial playground to consider tenders received
The council selected a preferred bidder based on value for money, sustainability, and warranty terms, and agreed to provide feedback to all suppliers. Cllr Alex Castle to respond to bidders.
12/26 Date of next meeting 11 February 2026

