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SUTTON VALENCE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES
	The Parish Office, Sutton Valence Village Hall

North Street, Sutton Valence Maidstone ME17 3HS
clerk@suttonvalence.org.uk
www.suttonvalencepc.org.uk
Tel: 01622 844135

	Date: 
	Monday 26 Jan 2026 7.00pm  

	Venue: 
	The Daphne Green Room Previously known as The Committee Room, Sutton Valence Village Hall 


	· The Chair welcomed all present and asked if anyone was recording the meeting. 

· The chair noted that a member of the council was recording the meeting.

	Questions and comments were invited from members of the public (limited to 15 minutes in total, a maximum of 3 minutes per person). 
· Numerous residents raised concerns regarding both planning applications, focusing on traffic, infrastructure, road safety, school and healthcare provision, and the impact on the village’s character and environment.

· The Chair and councillors encouraged residents to submit their comments directly to Maidstone Borough Council via the planning portal, emphasising the importance of referencing material planning considerations and local policy.

· Developers and agents present responded to questions about traffic management, infrastructure contributions, and the rationale for their proposals.



	13/26
	13/26 To record those present and list any apologies

Present: Cllr Sally Annereau (Chair); Cllr Mel Flint (Vice Chair), Cllr Ian Walker, Cllr Alex Castle, Cllr Leighton Castle (taking minutes) 
Apologies: Cllr Dave Atkinson, Cllr Mike Gammon
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	To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other Significant Interests (OSI's) or a voluntary interest relating to items on the agenda
Cllr Ian Walker noted that he neighbours a the site of the 15/26 B

	15/26 

A)


	Planning Recommendation to be made on:
25/505124/OUT Outline planning application (with all matters reserved except for access)  for erection up to 45 No. residential dwellings including affordable housing. Land At South  Lane - Sutton Valance South Lane Sutton Valence Kent ME17 3BD 
Residents and councillors raised concerns regarding:

· Increased traffic and parking congestion on South Lane and surrounding roads.

· Road safety, particularly for pedestrians and children.

· Strain on local infrastructure, including water supply, drainage, and public services.

· Insufficient school places and GP provision.

· Loss of rural character, green space, and the risk of urban sprawl.

· Adequacy of landscape buffers and impact on views from conservation areas and listed buildings.

The council resolved to OBJECT to the application. 


	B)
	25/505231/FULL Erection of 25(no) retirement bungalows with associated car ports and parking, hard surfacing, gardens, and public open space; and vehicle access onto Maidstone Road. Land South of Orchard End Maidstone Road Sutton Valence Kent ME17 3LS.

Residents raised concerns about:

· Suitability of the location for elderly residents, especially pedestrian safety and access to services.

· Ongoing issues with water, electricity, and drainage infrastructure.

· Adequacy of parking for residents and visitors.

· Impact on local landscape and biodiversity.

· Housing mix and affordability.

The council resolved to OBJECT to the application and provide a formal response.



	16/26 
	The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 11 February 2026.



