SUTTON VALENCE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES

Date:

Wednesday 11 Feb 2026 7.00pm

Venue:

The Daphne Green Room Previously known as The Committee Room, Sutton Valence Village
Hall

Opening Statement:

The Vice-Chair confirmed if anyone was recording. One person
confirmed they were recording

Submissions

Submissions were made by Borough Councilor regarding police

operations, water-butt distribution, and devolution consultation.
Questions/ comments from the public:

Residents raised concerns regarding polytunnel applications and
requested SVPC representation at the MBC Planning Committee
on 19 March 2026. SVPC to review related submission and
consider representation.
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To record those present and list any apologies

Apologies received from Chair Sally Annareau and Cllr David Atkinson.

To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI), Other Significant Interests (OSl's) or a voluntary interest

relating to items on the agenda

No declarations recorded.

To note and agree the Minutes of the previous meeting as follows:

Minutes of 14 January 2026 and 26 January 2026 agreed.

General Reports and updates

A) HR Committee 2 candidates interviewed. Summary of candidates provided to the council, recommendation to
recruit candidate on 10hr/week, 3-month min contract but has been budgeted to 15/hr week to allow for
additional hours flexibility.

Decision: Council approved engagement (5/0 Unanimous)

B) Village Hall noted paving issue was reported, also noted lease responsibilities were not definitively clear to both
parties currently. Proposal to invite Village Hall Committee to form a working group to agree lease responsibilities
and propose update to lease arrangement if appropriate

C) Allotments - no further updates

D) car Park-no updates

Parish Resilience Cluster Group formation

Clr Mel Flint and Cllr lan Walker to attend meeting on 26 February 2026. Further clarification to be sought on the group

objectives

War Memorial recreation ground

Fair dates 15-22 June 2026 agreed in principle

Playgrounds

A)  War Memorial playground
Clir Alex Castle confirmed £5000 grant received. Decision: Council supported phased approach in principal but
agreed to defer final approval until Locum Clerk/Finance Officer is in post to ensure compliance with
procurement regulations. (5/0 unanimous)

B) Harbour play area
Council to explore grant funding once Clerk is in post

Tennis Courts

A) Proposed for the primary school to use the courts for six Thursdays from 4 June 2026 for PE lessons. Their
external PE provider would be provided with a key. School insurance confirmed to cover use.

Decision: Approved. (5/0 Unanimous) To be written into the 2026/27 Tennis Association Agreement.

B) 2026/27 Tennis Association Agreement: Agreement already allows for school use, but to be updated to reflect
specific dates agreed.

Cllr Alex Castle to draft revised agreement for March meeting.

Newsletter — Spring edition
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Council discussed the contents of the next newsletter. Agreed that newsletter would be published via digital channels
and shared on website with hard copy provided in village hubs only.

Annual Parish Assembly Planning - 20" May 2026

Council discussed early engagement with stakeholders required to secure tables. Councillors allocated initial contacts
(SVGA, RBL, Primary School, SVS, Barchester, WI, etc.)

Planning

Recommendation to be made on:

A) 25/505035/FULL Demolition of the existing building and erection of a holiday let. Orchard Place Heniker Lane
Sutton Valence Kent ME17 3EE
Decision: No Comment (5/0 - unanimous)

B) 26/500341/FULL Section 73 Application for Minor Material Amendment to approved plans condition 2 and
Variation of condition 13 (to allow for minor amendment to approved landscaping details - areas 1 and 2)
pursuant to 20/501908/FULL for Erection of polytunnels and a general-purpose agricultural storage building with
associated drainage, proposed water tanks and landscaping. Land At Park Farm Chart Road Chart Sutton
Maidstone Kent ME17 3P
Decision: Variation only — no comment required.

Finance
A) Invoices (to consider/agree/ratify)
B) To note bank balances
C) To note income
Street Lighting
A) Energy Contract Renewal: Decision: Council agreed to option 2 and continue PAYG rates until recruitment is
completed (5/0 unanimous)
B) Repairs/Maintenance: Decision: Council agreed to the to defer procurement of maintenance contracts until
Clerk in post (5/0 unanimous)
Council did agree that Cllr Mel Flint would investigate and cost the painting of street lamps in preparation for review at
future meeting.

CLOSED SESSION

Grass Cutting and Vegetation maintenance
Proposals considered for 2026/27 maintenance contract supplier selection. Decision: Approved (4/1 — majority)

Date of next meeting 11 March 2026d



