

SUTTON VALENCE PARISH COUNCIL
	  Date:
	Thursday October 14th at 7.00pm

	Venue:
	Sutton Valence Village Hall

	Present:


	Cllrs: Eve Poulter (Chair), Lorraine Cook, Derek Eagle
Parish Clerk: Janet Burnett (attended remotely)
13 members of the public



Prayer
The Chairman asked if anyone was recording 
Submissions from Public, Police, Community Support Warden, County or Borough Councillors
1.	Apologies previously received from Cllr Gary Ward
2. 	Declaration of lobbying – none
I. Declaration of Changes to the Register of Interests – none
II. Declaration of Interest in items on the agenda - none
III. Requests for Dispensation - none	
3.  Minutes of the meetings held 13th July, 9th and 30th September were agreed, signed, and dated by the Chairman.
[bookmark: _Hlk24111064]4.  Employment of Deputy Clerk and salary was considered in closed session.
The Parish Council resolved that Emma Hull be appointed as Deputy Clerk and start on SCP18.
5. Coffee Mornings to be reconsidered in Spring 2022
6. Welcome Back Fund has been rejected.
7. Memorial garden the fund to complete has been applied for.
Clerk has applied for a community grant from Bluebird care – this has been unsuccessful. 
The Parish Council resolved to find funding from other sources
8.	Independent School
	Cllr Poulter reported on Meeting with Independent School
	2 pupils are litter picking in the parish once a week
9.	Electrical Charging points – awaiting agreement
10.  Consultations 
11.	KALC 
I. Kalc has requested that the Parish Council responds on whether they wish to return to receiving paper planning applications or online only
The Parish Council resolved that paper applications would be beneficial.
II. All correspondence circulated – Cllr Poulter reported on the meeting of 27/9/21
III. AGM 13th November 2021
12.  Newsletter – circulated draft to be approved on line
13.  Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2020
I. The Parish Council considered what form the Parish Council wishes this to take. 
II. The Parish Council considered the Queens Green canopy
The Parish Council resolved to include this in the newsletter and ask for parishioner’s views.
14.	Training 
I. MBC Planning training
II. Various KALC and NALC training courses have been circulated
III. Clerk was unable to attend the project management on 10/10/21, credit of £42.00 to be carried forward
IV. Clerk has booked on Parish on line training on 10/11/21 both beginners and intermediate.

15.	Laptop – following the demise of the current laptop and with Cllr approval. The Clerk has purchased a refurbished laptop at a cost of £380.00 with a better spec than old one. 
The Parish Council resolved to ratify this decision.
16.  Recommendations made on the following applications:
I. 21/505239/FULL 9 The Platt ME17 3BQ
Demolition of existing garage and erection of a two-storey side extension (revised scheme to 21/503549/FULL) 
The Parish Council resolved not to comment on this application
II. 21/504509/LBC Farthing Green Farm New Barn Road Hawkenbury TN12 0EE 
Listed Building Consent for replacement of 5no. modern timber windows and doors to south and west elevations, with bespoke timber windows and doors maintaining existing openings. 
The Parish Council resolved not to comment on this application
III. 21/504757/FULL Little New Barn Farm New Barn Road Hawkenbury TN12 0ED 
Siting of 5no. holiday pods, erection of small pole barn to house 1no. portable shower block and 1no. portable WC block, construction of waste compound and temporary access road and paths. 
The Parish Council resolved not to comment on this application
Correspondence 
I. Clerk has received an email from Golding Homes regarding the development of the garages at The Harbour. They wish to arrange a meeting.
Action: The Clerk to respond and agree to a meeting
II. 21/504690/FULL  Henikers, Heniker Lane, ME17 3EE 
Section 73 - application for removal of condition 4 (private use of stabling, schooling and land) pursuant to MA/14/0282 for - Change of use of land to equestrian and construction of a new timber stable block, stable yard/parking area and manege and retrospective application for replacement access gates. 
The planning officer has contacted the Parish Council – email circulated, suggesting that: I would suggest to amend Condition 4 restricting private use but only removing association with Henikers.
Clerk to respond citing the Parish Council’s concerns for the livestock not having owner living on site but would withdraw their referral to Committee if the Planning Officer has no issues with this.
  17.	Finance	
I.         Authorisation of payments
II. Bank Balances 
Unity: 		40962.41
Nationwide	83119.69
III. The following items of income were noted 
Nationwide			6.94		Interest
East Sutton Parish Council	39.00		Use of room as office
Various				120.00		Allotment deposits and manure
Football rents			200.00
IV. Expenditure 
i. Ratified at this meeting
Legal & General		122.94		Clerks pension
J Burnett			1716.33	Salary
E Poulter			180.00		Chairman’s allowance
Haven Power		244.99		Street lighting August 2021
Tailored Auto Pension	13.20		Pension admin
Corona Energy		15.12		Pavilion
XLN				60.53		Telephone
Lloyds Credit charge            375.19	Microsoft 11.28, charges 3.00, Barriers Direct 318.91, KALC public speaking 42.00
Hugo fox                                 35.99                 Website
ii. Agreed at this meeting
PKF Littlejohn		480.00		External audit
J Burnett			2.69		postage for ins claim
MSC				380.00		Laptop and data recovery
Wicksteed			144.00		Play area inspections
Parish on Line		420.00		Subscription
IOS				76.92		Copier charges
Community Heartbeat	223.20		Defibrillator battery
Village Hall			342.91		Room Rent   
HMRC			702.14		Paye month 6
Plane & Simple		72.00		Repairs to play tower
Ben	Pryce			50.00		Allotment deposit
Lucie Turnlund		50.00		Allotment deposit
Dunn and Cole 		425.00		Work on the toilet block
Castle Water		803.43		Bowhalls
Castle Water		361.60		Pavilion
V. Bank Reconciliation – circulated - agreed
VI. Performance against budget – circulated - agreed
VII. External audit
i. Conclusion of audit
‘The smaller authority failed to approve the AGAR in time to publish it before 1 July 2021, the date required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, and did not disclose this by answering ‘No’ to Section 1, Box 1’
ii. Other matters
‘We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper provision during the year 2021/22 for the exercise of public rights, since the period for the exercise of public rights did not include the first 10 working days of July. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2021/22 and ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2022/23’
The Parish Council noted the AGAR result
18.	Recreation and Open Spaces
I. War Memorial Play Area and Field
i. Weekly and monthly inspections all satisfactory
ii. Annual Play area inspection completed and circulated – repairs to be undertaken
II. Car Park
The meeting was closed whilst the Clerk update on the insurance claim
III. Pavilion 
i. Working party was formed and members agreed as John Davis, Dave Keepence, Cllr Eve Poulter

ii. Terms of reference were approved
III.        Tennis 
Tennis Court resurfacing almost complete
VI.         Harbour Play area and field
i. Weekly and monthly inspections satisfactory
ii. Annual Play area inspection circulated
VII. Open Spaces
i. Extension of Conservation Area – Ongoing
19.   Roads and Transport 
I. Roads 
	Highways Improvement Plan – Schemes to be prioritised – to be carried forward
i. Remembrance Sunday – Meeting to be held 18/10/21
ii. East Of Maidstone Bus Group – Cllr Cook reported
20.   Lighting – Clerk updated the meeting  
21   Allotments TO BE CARRIED FORWARD
I. 2021/22 Allotment fees to be agreed
II. Date of meeting and format to be arranged
22.	Police 
I. Police and crime plan survey circulated and on facebook.
II. Update on PCSO structure circulated.
III. Crimes reported August 2021 - 9
23.	Correspondence 
· ACRK – cessation of coffee mornings
· Haven Power have changed to Drax
· Came & Co have changed their name to Gallagher
24.	Village Hall – price increase of 1% for 2022
[bookmark: _Hlk66384807]25.	Agenda items for next meeting 
Emergency plan,  working climate change
Date of next meeting: 28/10/21	
	Meeting closed: 21.10
	Acronyms
 NALC – National Association of Local Councils
MBC – Maidstone Borough Council                 	 	KALC – Kent Association of Local Councils
ACRK – Action with communities in Rural Kent	 SLCC – Society of Local Council Clerks
CPRE – Campaign to Protect Rural England		PPF - Police/Parish Forum
NP – Neighbourhood Plan				PEG – parish Enhancement Group
JPG – Joint Parishes Group	                             	LLV – Landscape of Local Value                                                PSS – Parish Service Scheme				PIP – Parish improvement plan	
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